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The Hundredth Monkey is a movement and theatre piece exploring synchronicity and the phenomenon of coincidence. 

It is a piece, which will make use of theatre, dance, movement, sound, computer graphics and film. It is an exciting and challenging project.

 It presents the controversial theories of the Hundredth Monkey Phenomenon, the work of Rupert Sheldrake, and the work of the author on The Theory of Contempt and the Theory of Indifference. 

The piece is novel in that it has potential appeal, not just to a theatre-going audience, but also to a business/corporate audience. It is unnerving in its content but also addresses the question of social alienation and social cohesion.

It explores the themes of “connection” and “synchronicity” in society, how we have become alienated from person, group and process, and how “fields of connection” can be engendered.

Potential Storyboard 

Below are draft ideas. I am happy to work with the director/devisor or to leave them a lot of creative choice in how this is all achieved. I am open to make significant changes in what is written below.

Frame 1

Film footage of monkeys

Repetitive behaviours

Rocking to and fro

And preening

Cut to man or woman sitting up in bed, waking from a nightmare then preening each other – stroking hair, tidying.

Frame 2

Taxi rank at airport – it is snowing

Man and woman begin conversation

It is about trivial things but becomes a conversation about coincidence.

Her name is Angela Albert

His is Albert Angelo

Frame 3

More footage of monkeys fades to dinner party where Albert is telling friend about the Hundredth Monkey phenomenon – he is a writer is writing a play about it

Entire separate group conversations at the party suddenly converge on the same phrase then continue – this happens several times – this can be augmented with recorded conversations

This happens several times making the Albert uncomfortable

Frame 4

Three parallel scenes in three separate spaces – could be live or on film

One an argument in the street

Someone feverishly tapping away on a keyboard

One a couple making love (perhaps on film)

At certain times the actions and noises converge

Walking through the scenes is Albert taking notes then taking a drink

He is unnerved by what he sees

Frame 5

Albert is stuck again at a taxi rank

This time a young woman begins a conversation

She ends his sentences for him, showing uncanny rapport

On the last sentence she anticipates his next sentence – he is stunned

Easy! She says

How did you do that? He asks

She winks and leaves

Frame 6

Scientist sits at a desk

We hear his thoughts aloud

He fears he might be CAUSING the hundredth monkey phenomenon

There is a telephone call from a friend who is in a state – he has read the writers article and claims he thinks HE might be causing the hundredth monkey phenomenon

Frame 7

Scientist walks through movement scene of people doing normal daily tasks

They start to take on similarities

Scientist becomes visibly affected by this

He is not sure if he is imagining this

All done without sound, only movement

Fade in and out of monkey film

Frame 8

Sounds of a football crowd, an African tribe, the noises of a crowded restaurant, they fade in and out, and end with scientist suddenly sitting up, sweating in bed, telephone rings, Albert looks at it fearfully

Frame 9

Albert sits down on armchair attempting to relax. He puts on classical music. At certain points in the music various things sympathetically happen

- A crashing noise outside to the sound of a cymbal crash

- A car horn to a trombone

- The miaowing of a cat to violins

Writer laughs nervously, he feverishly writes in his diary

Frame 10

Albert at a party, again, extended into film and into soundscape

A computer in switched on with random dots appearing everywhere – slowly during this scene they begin to form a coherent pattern of dots in the top right of the screen…

All the men and women who arrive are wearing similar colours and patterns to Albert

Young man enters wearing a monkey tee shirt

Scientist drinks a lot

Woman enters who recognises him from the second taxi queue

A dentist enters and introduces his wife – the woman from the first taxi queue

Albert is holding a glass of champagne and a bottle; he nervously drops it at exactly the same time as every one else drops theirs, live, on film, and in soundscape

The computer dots have formed the shape of a champagne flute

Frame 11

Lights up on Albert in his own room, in an armchair

He rocks to and fro as film of rocking monkeys fades in until they are all moving together

Lights fade

Frame Samples

From Frame 5

Albert: I wonder if there is a rule as to why taxis never appear just when you are waiting for them, but seem to be always in their dozens when you aren’t!

Woman:  The Internet. Book Online.

Albert: Of course. You can never get through on the phone anyway. There must be another way.

Woman: It tastes horrible. Like chalk. No problem.

Albert: And then the cheeseburger has gone cold and the chips are inedible. I’m sorry, what did you say? Sorry I was miles away.

Woman: Yes, it is better to eat fresh vegetables, green ones.

Albert: Still, in my line of work the take-away diet is really a bad idea. I suppose. You just don’t get…

Woman (interrupting): enough vitamins and then you get run down.

(She smiles. Albert doesn’t)
From: Frame 10
I'll tell you where this shaking is coming from. It is this: yesterday I happened to overhear someone talking about the fact that they had just happened to overhear me talking about the hundredth monkey phenomenon. It was in the bar after the seminar. The person this someone was talking to then exclaimed that that was incredible. 

Why? Because she had only five minutes earlier been talking to someone else who had been saying what a remarkable coincidence it was that this person should mention me as I had only five minutes earlier come up in an even earlier conversation as the subject of yet another coincidence. It was this: That this person had overhead two different people pointing out a mutual coincidence of conversation about a coincidence of conversation about the hundredth monkey phenomenon. If that is not enough for you, I am shaking for a further reason. It is this: 

There is a growing foreboding within me that the next person to walk through that door, will announce to us that they have just experienced a strange coincidence. I know what that coincidence will be for it has already happened to me with growing regularity over the last 24 hours. That is why I am shaking. And I am shaking for yet another reason. You will know what it is for I am shaking because I have seen that you too are shaking. And I am shaking for still another reason, as I can only suppose you are as well. This entire episode that I have just related, accompanied by this interminable trembling, it fills me with a terrifying sense of deja vu, which is surpassed in intensity only by the horrifying sense of foreboding which threatens to engulf me. That seminar yesterday had nothing to do with the hundredth monkey phenomenon. It was a seminar about bees!
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